The Kl colition
THE FIRST CHURCH

February 7, 2007
Volume 11, Issue 03

Ty
SUADAY

February 11, 2007

10530 A0 FEBRUARY 11, 2007

11:45 AM COLLINS HALL

SCOUTING

SUNDAY @ PANCAKE BRUNCH

PREACHING ‘ CARNIVAL GAMES

Rev. Dr. Lowell

Greathouse SPECIAL ACTIVITIES BY
Boy Scouts, Fall Frolic,

A CONVERSATION Missions

WITH OUR

CHILDREN @ SINGING VALENTINES

Rev. Dr. Arvin Luchs
@ USED BOOK SALE

By the Church Library
@ PRIMROSE SALE
By the UMW
m All proceeds benefit our
youth attendance at
. , Youth 2007
As a Reconciling Congregation, . i A
members of First United a national United Methodist
Methodist Church have Youth event.
pledged to welcome and
support all who want to ‘I

worship with us, regardless of
race, gender, class or sexual 2=
orientation. S>> COST
$5.00 per Person for Brunch & Games

—
m  $3.50 per Person for Brunch OR Games Separately
A.  Tickets Available at the Door




memor-

Rev. Dr. Arvin Luchs and Rev. Dr. Lowell Greathouse

If there is a rhythm to the church year then the tempo is about to change.

The hope and anticipation of Advent burst forth into the wonder and joy of Christmas. The shortest of the
calendar, the ten days of Christmastide modulated into the season of light: Epiphany.

This year the beat changes, abruptly, on February 21st with the start of the forty-day-season of Lent.
It ends on Easter dawn with drum rolls and trumpets heralding the triumph and rejoicing over Christ's resurrection

Lent started as a period of instruction for new converts preparing for baptism which was traditionally bestowed on Easter
eve. It soon morphed into a time of self-discipline, reflection and penitence when those who were alienated from the church
were invited to be reconciled and restored back into the Christian community.

In the early church, Christians gathered together for one of the most intimate and emotional moments of our faith: the
imposition of ashes during the dramatic Ash Wednesday liturgy. The ashes (traditionally the charred remains from last year's
palms) became a symbol of our broken promises, our dashed hopes, and life-dreams that all to often seem to go up in
smoke. Ash Wednesday is a liturgical reminder for each of us that in some way we are all alienated from others around us
and from God....and that a spirit of forgiveness is at the very foundation of our faith as Christians.

This year your pastors invite you to consider this Lent a “Season of Forgiveness” and open your hearts to the renewing,
restoring power of grace in your hearts, our relationships, this community and the world.

Each Sunday morning, Arvin will be speaking about the different dimensions of forgiveness during worship. Lowell has
arranged a dynamic schedule of speakers for the Lenten Suppers on Wednesday evenings. We invite you to set aside time
each of the forty days to meditate and reflect, let the scripture speak to your heart, read, study and pray that God’s forgiving,
redeeming and restoring love be experienced in us all.

It all begins on Wednesday, February 21st with our annual Lenten Supper Series and an Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 PM
in the chapel. (Supper will be served from 5:30 to 6:30 PM in Collins Hall.)

The next Sunday (February 25th) Arvin will reflect upon living and forgiving in a sermon titled, Be Cool to the Pizza Dude.
Subsequent Lenten Supper programs are detailed in the accompanying program guide.

May this Lent be a time of renewal for you and for our congregation!

See you in Church!

Arvin and J owell

The concert of the Watoto Children’s Choir from
Uganda was an unforgettable experience for our
congregation. It was hard not to be swept up by the joy
and enthusiasm of these children. An offering was taken
for the event and $3075 was raised for this work in
Africa. Thanks to Dee Poujade, the Chair of Global
Mission and her committee for their work in making
this event happen!
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united methodist women

THE FELLOWSHIP OF SEEKERS

Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 AM in Room 134

How do you introduce Christians to Islam? The Fellowship of
Seekers is going to find out.

Amir Hussain, who loves both religions, speaks of both with the
candor that only love can confer in his book, Oil & Water. While
conveying a core of basic information, this cogent, deeply
personal book dodges none of the questions that most sharply
divide these two religions.

The Seekers begin their study February 4. They meet every
Sunday from 9:15 to 10:15 AM. with discussions led by class
members. Join in! Books are available in the classroom.

CHANGING CHRISTIANITY

Sunday mornings 9:00-10:15 AM in Room 202

The next few weeks will be a time of review, looking ahead, and
open discussion.

fellowship

methodist hikers

SNOWSHOE HIKING

The February outing for UMC Hikers will be a snowshoe hike on
Saturday, February 24, 2007. Snowshoeing is a great way to get
exercise and enjoy the beautiful Mt. Hood area. Beginners are
always welcome! We will meet in the Tigard UMC parking lot
(9845 SW Walnut Place) at 8:15 AM to form carpools. We will do
a three-mile hike in the Enid Lake area near Ski Bowl. Besides
the snowshoes, poles and boots, participants should wear
appropriate warm clothing and bring water, snacks and lunch. The
cost will be about $6-8 for the carpool, Sno-Park Permit and an
optional snack stop on the way home. If you would like to
participate or have any questions, please e-mail Paula Justice at
jpaula354@aol.com or call her at 503/524-3737.

Church and Society for Social Justice, First United
Methodist Church, as part of its outreach mission
program is announcing the internship program for
summer of 2007. The purpose is to provide direct human
services in our community in agencies to whom First
Church provides funding. Internships are open to
persons from age sixteen years and above. Generally
interns work for a period of ten weeks during the
summer months. The internships are intended to enrich
the individual intern, the agency for whom they work
and the broader community whom they will be serving.
As all interns chosen will be representing First Church,
considerations will be given to applicants with a church
affiliation. A stipend is provided. For application
information contact Annie Heart at 503/228-3195

ext 215.

INTERNSHIPS

WOMEN OF FIRST CHURCH: UMW

All women are invited to the following meetings. Note
that the Unit Gathering is the first Wednesday of each
month. President: Pat Brockman, 503.292.6270.

THANK YOU

Thanks to all who helped with the January 28
commemorative service. We give a special thank you to
Colleen Foster, who was our preacher for the day, and to
Maribeth Collins, who has supported United Methodist
Women through the years.

TEA AT HIGH NOON & FASHION SHOW

A tea and fashion show will be held February 24, 2007.
It will be presented in Collins Hall by UMW and First
UMC. Both men and women are invited. After you are
served tea, sandwiches, and sweets in style, the youth
will then model clothing that is comfortable and
attractive. This “Sweat Free” fashion show stresses how
we can become socially responsible consumers,
supporting clothing alternatives that do not involve sweat
shop labor. Come for tea at noon. A ticket costs only $10
and all proceeds go towards travel scholarships to Youth
2007 Youth in South Carolina. This event highlights the
UMW Globalization study. For more Information contact
Trudy Kayser at 503/292-7528. Tickets will be on sale
during Coffee Hour on February 11 &18, 2007. Make
checks payable to United Methodist Women. Bring the
whole family... mom, dad, grandma, and grandpa too!
Come and support our youth.

PRIMROSE SALE

On Sunday, February 11 at the Pancake Papapalooza, the
UMW will be selling primroses. All proceeds will be
going to missions. For information contact Peg Cook at
503/452-7298.

FAITH CIRCLE

The Faith Circle will meet Wednesday, February 21, at
10:00 AM in the Parlor. The program will feature a Bible
study on peace led by Dr. Ross Miller. Chair: Eleanor
Stubbs, 503/659.9024.

RUTH CIRCLE

The Ruth Circle will meet Wednesday, February 21, at
noon in Room 204. The program, Health Care through
Medicare, will be given by Elaine Jones, RN.

Bring a sandwich. Dessert and beverage will be
provided. Chair: Betty-Lou Hare, 503/292-1773

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

Thursday, March 8, 2007 there will be a Legislative
Event at Salem First UMC, Salem, OR. For more details
contact Pat Brockman at 503/292.6270.
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PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION ...
Brian and Nancy Rea had a baby girl, Emery Parker Rea, on January 17, 2007;
Matthew Fricke, was awarded the rank of Eagle Scout.

PRAYERS OF SYMPATHY ... THOSE SERVING IN THE

The Family & friends of Hanley Denning, who died in an auto crash in MILITARY ABROAD
Guatemala last month. She was a friend of Koleen Hall, and the founder of
Safe Passage, an organization for rescuing children, who were foraging in
the dump in Guatemala City;

Ted Barber and family, on the death of Ted’s father. Jared Bomberger,

PRAYERS OF CONCERN ... in the USAF in Turkey

Bruce Henderson, who fell and broke his hip. He is at Kaiser Sunnyside They are sons of Judy Bomberger
and grandsons of Betty Hager.

Daniel Bomberger,
in the USAF in Kyrgyzstan

Hospital;
Bill Hill, who is at home dealing with several health problems; Michael Panck,
Janice Hauser, who is home, recovering from surgery; in the US Army in Baghdad. He is the
Carol Howard, who is recovering from surgery at St. Vincent Hospital; son of Ken & Ruthann Panck.
Keith Bullock,
CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR ... in the US Army in Baghdad

Robert & Virginia Anderson, Al Leonard, Dick Clark, Lettie Schulz,

He is th -in-1 f Pamela M .
Bryan Smith, Maxine Closerman, and Beverly Allan, (mother of Richard Allan) © 15 fhe son-n-law of Fameta Voyers

Publication Deadlines

Articles for The Circuit Rider are due no later than
4:45pm on the Thursday before publication the
following Wednesday. The next Circuit Rider will be
published on February 21, 2007.

Bulletin insert information is due no later than
4:45pm on Wednesday.

Sunday service participant information for the
Sunday bulletin is due no later than noon on
Wednesday.

E-mail: office@fumcpdx.org or place in the Circuit
Rider box in the office.



